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<  only at that of the gods,   and one at that for his CHAP. ' three   paternal   ancestors:    though   he   abound   in    IIL
6 wealth, let him not be solicitous to entertain a large 4 company.
126.  ' A large company destroys these five advan-' tages;   reverence to priests,  propriety of time and 6 place, purity, and the acquisition of virtuous Brdh-w mens:  let him not therefore,   endeavour to feed a ' superfluous number.
127.  ' This act of due honour to departed souls, on ' the dark day of the moon, is famed by the appella-6 tion of pitrya, or ancestral:  the legal ceremony, in
*  honour of departed spirits,  rewards with  continual f fruit, a man engaged in such obsequies.
128.  ' Oblations to the gods and to ancestors should ' be given to a most reverend Brdkmen, perfectly con-' versant with the Veda;  since what is given to him ' produces the greatest reward.
129.  ' By entertaining one learned man at the ob-8 lation to the gods and at that to ancestors, he gains c more exalted fruit than by feeding a multitude, who ' know not the holy texts.
130.  c Let him inquire into the ancestry,  even in a
*  remote degree,, of a Brdhmen, who has advanced to
<  the end of the Ftda: such a man, if sprung fromgood ' men,  is   a fit   partaker of oblations to  gods   and
*  to ancestors;  such a man may justly be called an
*  atifhiy  or guest.
131. < Surely,